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Attempts to synthesize N-Heterocyclic Silylene:
Trial 1:
To a mixture of N 1 ,N 2 -dimesitylethane-1,2-diimine (0.254 g, 0.865 mmol) and 1,1'-bis(trimethylsilyl)-1,1'-dihydro-4,4'-bipyridine (0.528 g, 1.74 mmol) taken in 20 mL of tetrahydrofuran maintained at 0 ⁰C, was added drop-wise 5 mL tetrahydrofuran solution of SiCl4 (0.1 mL, 0.865 mmol). The red reaction mixture was warmed to room temperature and stirred for 12 hours. The volatiles were removed under vacuum giving a brown solid. Hexane was added to it and filtered. Subsequently, the filtrate was evaporated under vacuum giving orange sticky solid. 
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Reaction of Diazabutadiene with Organosilicon Reductant
10 mL of tetrahydrofuran was added to a mixture of N 1 ,N 2 -dimesitylethane-1,2-diimine (0.1 g, 0.342 mmol) and 1,4-bis(trimethylsilyl)-1,4-dihydropyrazine (0.077g, 0.342 mmol) at room temperature. The yellow reaction mixture was stirred for 12 hours at room temperature. Solvent was removed under vacuum giving yellow solid. Table S1 . Crystal data and structure refinement for Compound 1. 
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X-ray Data
